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Study  7. 

Hosea  8:1-9:9. 

Substitute   Gods.

Purpose:

To contrast idolatry with true worship of  God.
1. 
What evidence did the Lord offer that Israel 

did not really acknowledge him as Lord ?

	Question 1. 

Note especially the Lord’s condemnation of a calf-idol (8:5-6). 

"The calf could mean a calf idol in the city of Samaria or the royal sanctuary at 

                Bethel. 

Jeroboam I erected calf images at Bethel and identified them not only as gods 

                but confused them with Yahweh” 

(Ogilvie, Communicator’s Commentary, p. 122). 

First Kings 12:26-33 tells how Jeroboam I set up his own idols 

                and system of worship to rival Jerusalem ; 

                we know from 2 Kings 10:28-29
                that the images were still standing not long before Hosea’s time.


2.
Do you think you can tell if people are worshiping sincerely or insincerely? How?

3. 
Even though Israel worshiped other gods, 

why did they feel confi​dent that they were still good Israelites, committed to God (8:11-13)?

	Question 3. 

The Israelites had altars, they made sacrifices, 

               and they knew God’s law. 

Verses 8:11-13 give God’s response to Israel’s self-congratulation.


4. 
What would be the tragic results of Israel's insincerity 

(8:7, 10, 13-14)?

5.
What arc some common idols people today trust in instead of God?

	Question 5. 

Idols may be material things, people, ambitions, causes 

             or any​thing else that takes the place of God. 

Consider both the things people de​pend on daily 

             and the things they depend on in crisis.


6.
Which ones are (or have been) particularly attractive to you?

7.
Read Hosea 9:1-9. 

Apparently this passage describes a harvest festi​val. 

What warning does God give to Israel concerning their harvest?

8.
What would eventually happen to Israel’s sacrifices, and why (9:1-4)?

9.
What part does God play in your view of what it means to prosper?

10.
Describe the contrast between how God viewed the prophet 

and how the people viewed the prophet (9:7-8).

	Question 10. 

God called the prophet a watchman over Ephraim. 

The people saw him as out of touch with reality and even dangerous. 

The prophet de​served honor but drew hostility. 

“Hosea’s enemies attempt to discredit him by claiming his prophecies 

              are actually just the ravings of a madman 

              (compare the similar charges made in Amos 7:10 and 

                Jer. 29:25-28)” 

(Walton, Matthews and Chavalas, !VP Bible Background Commentary, p. 757).


11.
Where do you detect the same scornful attitude 

toward God’s messengers today?

12.
In order to be more prosperous, Israel abandoned their role 

as God’s special people 

and adopted the ways of the nations around them. 

What guidelines help you evaluate the ways of the world to decide 

where you can participate 

and where you would he drawn toward idolatry?

	Questions 12-13. 

“There is too often a real difference between the God we worship 

               and the gods we serve. 

But the gods we serve are those in which we really believe, 

               for they direct the course of our lives 

               and by them we pattern our conduct. 

The most cursory examination of our lives will show 

               that the goals for which we strive are vastly more in keeping with 

               ‘the God of this world’ than with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus    

                Christ. 

We worship the God of Jesus ; but we serve our own gods. 

This too is a form of idolatry” 

(Harold Cooke Phillips, “The Book of Hosea,” in The Interpreter’s Bible, ed. George A. Buttrick [New York: Abingdon, 1956], 6:647).


13.
Where do you need to have stricter guidelines to steer away 

from idolatry 

and keep God first in your life?

InterVarsitv Press, 1984), p. 13.

